HORRORS THAT ARE TURKEY

Convincing Revelations of the Terrors of Massacre in the Land
of the Sultan Madé by a Bryn |
Mawr Girl

The earliest nntional Christian church In
the world was organized by the Armenians
after CGregory the I1lluminator converted
the Armenian King, Tiridates 111, to Chris-
tianity In the year 285 The Persians at-
tempted to extirpate the Armenian Chris-

tions, but falled. When the Mohammedans
conquered that part of the world they in
turn attacked the Christians and they have
continued (o persecute them for a thowsand
yonrs, The massacres that have taken
place since the present war began are the
most extensive and horrible In the whole
history this falthful peopre. Renuncia-
tion of their fulth would bring them im-
munity, but with a devotion that should
cnuse every Christian in the western world
to blush with shame they have clung to
the bellef of thelr fathers and have been
true to the God of thelr ancestors.  The
civilized powers, after the massacres of 1805
and 18986, induced the Turkish Sultan to
sign his nume to n plece of paper agreaing
to protect hix Cheistian Armenian subjects
But It was only a scrap of paper. Thou-
sands of Armenians were massacred in
1009, only elght senrs ago
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and the baby born during an
Armenian massacre,
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But Turkey g so far away that mase.
racre thers touches us= little more than
magsacrs a thousand yearn ago. It has
remained for a Bryn Mawr graduate to
bring home to America swhat It all means,
Mra. Helen Davenport Gibbons went to
Tarsus with her husband, Herbert Adams
Ciibbons, in 1008, to spend a year teaching
In Bt, Maul’s Colloge. She wrote lelters to
her mother, telling her of her experiences,
They have boen put into a book, heginning
with the display of Interest which a voung
American bride feels in the far-off strange
lind—the pesnery, the castomn of the pen-
ple. the management of a missionary col-
lege, the camels, the pottery and all the
delightful things that appeal to the romance
in one. Then suggestions of troubla begin
to ereep in. The students act “Hamlet™
with it=s kKing-murdering scene and the of-
fMleiala present who never heard of Shake.
speara think It ix a polities] play préepuared
to stir up the peeople to slay the Sultan. She
goos driving next day and stones are thrown
At her, THer hushund goes to Adann and n
massnere beging there before he oan get
back home. The massncre starts in Tarsus.
The missionary compound is filled with
nearly AG00 refugees.  Armenian women,
flecing In terrar to the college, are taken

with labhor painz in the street and ara
brought in with their new-born babies. Mrs,
Giibbonx herself is abou: 0 become A
mother, and her own baby Is born befors

order Is restored. She makes us under-
stand what massacre means to an Ameri-
can girl who escapes with her life and
thus helps us to understand what it must
mean to the women of the country to whom
worse things than death happgn at the
hands of the Kurds If they do not find a
place of gafety. No one can read what she
haa written without fesaling that the Chris-
tlan owes a debt to the Armenians which
It has not even begun to pay.
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